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ACTION CU-06 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO USIA-15 /034W 

014622 081916Z/64 

R 080905Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5916 

UNCLAS TOKYO 3751 

FOR CU 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL 

SUBJECT: CHERRY BLOSSOM QUEEN EXCHANGE 

1 . YOSHITAKA MIKIMOTO, CHAIRMAN OF MIKIMOTO COMPANY, 

PLANS VISIT WASHINGTON FOR CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL 
ARRIVING APRIL 1 . AS GRANDSON OF FOUNDER OF MIKIMOTO 
PEARL INDUSTRY HE DONATED $100,000 IN 1962 TO LAUNCH EXCHANGE 
OF AMERICAN AND JAPANESE CHERRY BLOSSOM QUEENS. MIKIMOTO 
REPORTS THAT EXCHANGE HAS BEEN DORMANT IN RECENT YEARS AND 
HE WISHES TO REACTIVATE IF POSSIBLE DURING UPCOMING VISIT. 


2. MIKIMOTO UNDERSTANDS TWO ORGANIZATIONS NOW INVOLVED: 

(1) NATIONAL CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL COMMITTEE SPONSORED BY 
WASHINGTON CONVENTION AND VISITORS' BUREAU AND (2) NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF STATE SOCIETIES. IN ORDER PROCEED HE WOULD 
LIE ADDRESSES AND NAMES OF APPROPRIATE KEY PERSONS TO 
CONTACT IN ORDER DISCUSS PLANS, HOPEFULLY PRIOR HIS 
DEPARTURE FROM TOKYO MARCH 28. ANY BACKGROUND ON ABOVE 
ORGANIZATIONS AND DEGREE OF THEIR INTEREST IN SUCH 
EXCHANGE WOULD BE HELPFUL. 


3. IN VIEW HIGH-LEVEL INTEREST IN EXHCNAGE AND ITS 
EARLIER SUCCESS AS BINATIONAL GOODWILL VENTURE POST 
WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT ASSISTANCE AND APPROPRIATE 
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FACILITATION THIS PROJECT IN CONJUCTION MIKIMOTO VISIT. 
SHERMAN 
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